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SENATE BI LL 6639

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Mrrton and Swecker

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to establishing a pilot project for noxious weed
control in state highway rights of way; creating new sections; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the departnent of
transportation is responsi ble for control of noxious weeds in the ful
width of state highway rights of way. The legislature further finds
that an effective noxi ous weed control programfor state hi ghway rights
of way requires close cooperation with |ocal noxious weed contro
boards in order to ensure that locally identified weed control
priorities are addressed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The departnent of transportation shall
develop a pilot project to test the effectiveness of greater
coordi nati on between the departnment and |ocal noxious weed contro
boar ds. The pilot program shall be inplenmented in maintenance area
three in the north central region and in Ferry county of maintenance
area four in the eastern region. The pilot project shall be
i npl emented for the 1998 control season using the foll ow ng procedures:
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(1) Imrediately followwng the effective date of this act, the
rel evant noxious weed control boards shall identify specific weed
control priorities wwthin their jurisdiction by (a) preci se geographic
areas; (b) specific species wthin each nmaintenance area; (c)
recomended control nethods; and (d) recommended ti m ng of the control
work. I n those nmai ntenance areas that enconpass nore than one noxi ous
weed control board, the boards nust coordinate their noxious weed
priorities with the departnment in order to be eligible to participate
in the pilot project;

(2) Wthin three weeks of receiving the list of priorities, the
departnent shall provide the noxi ous weed control board with a plan to
address the identified priorities that includes as a mnimum (a) The
budget allocated for noxious weed control for the 1998 season in
mai nt enance area three in the north central region and Ferry county of
mai nt enance area four in the eastern region; (b) identified contro
met hods; (c) timng of control work; (d) conmunication and response
prot ocol procedures with the weed board; and (e) possible options for
contracting portions of the work; and

(3) The I ocal weed boards and the departnment shall prepare a plan.
The plan shall govern the noxious weed control activities in these
mai nt enance areas for the period beginning May 1, 1998, through the end
of the 1998 control season

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The departnment of transportation shall
submt a report that has been reviewed by and for which coments have
been received fromthe participating | ocal noxi ous weed control boards
by Decenber 1, 1998, to the legislative transportation commttee
reporting the results of the pilot project required in section 2 of
this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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